
Appendix 1

Area of 
Change

Proposed Change Issues Raised Revisions Reason For Change

Planning 
Panel 
Members 
Site Visits

1. If a site visit is recommended by the 
officer’s report the following people 
shall be invited to attend:- 

a. The Council’s Planning Officers
b. Members of the Planning Panel 
c. Technical Officers of Statutory bodies, 

giving technical evidence where 
necessary e.g. Highways officer.

 
2. No other person shall be in attendance 

at the site visit. This includes Parish 
Councillors, Ward Councillors, and 
County Councillors. Should the 
Parish/Town Council require a site visit 
in order to inform their comments on 
any particular planning application that 
is to be the subject of a Members site 
visit then a separate site visit can be 
facilitated by the Planning Development 
Manager (or representative) with prior 
notice. 

3. Members’ attendance at a site visit is to 
be in line with the procedure set out in 
the Protocol for Planning Panel 
Members.

Clarification on whether 
the Parish Council will be 
excluded from the site 
visits has been sought. 

How will low numbers of 
Members turning up at 
site visits affect the 
validity of the decision 
making process, 
especially as the quorum 
for the Planning Panel is 
only 3 Members?
Would the Panel 
meeting be deferred if 
insufficient numbers 
were present to allow an 
additional site visit to 
take place?

How would the 
deferment be dealt with 
in terms of timescales for 
the determination of 
planning applications? 

No further revisions 
proposed. 

The proposal as 
amended offers the 
Parish Council an 
opportunity for a 
site visit with the 
Planning Officer 
separate to the 
Members site visit to 
allow their 
comments to be 
informed by site 
specific information. 
Parish Councils also 
have the 
opportunity to 
attend the Planning 
Panel meetings and 
make their 
observations in 
person. 

Site visits are for the benefit of 
Members of the Planning Panel 
and are useful to provide an 
understanding of the local 
context of the site and its 
surroundings, the development 
proposed and seeks any 
clarification from Officers that 
Members may have. The 
current procedure where 
Parish/Town Councils and 
Ward and County Councillors 
are invited results in the 
unacceptable lobbying of 
Members which introduces 
bias into the process and leave 
the Council open to legal 
challenge. 

The requirement that decisions 
are only made by those 
Members who attend the site 
visit is important to ensure that 
decisions are made in an open 
and honest way, based on 
credible evidence and are 
sufficiently robust.  




